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THE CANDIDATES 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Gabriel E. Gomez (Republican) 

Gabriel Gomez is a private equity investor, former U.S. Navy 
SEAL, and the Republican nominee for the U.S. Senate in 
the 2013 special election in Massachusetts. 

         

 

 
 
 
Edward J. Markey (Democrat) 

Edward John "Ed" Markey is an American politician 
and the U.S. Representative for Massachusetts's 5th 
congressional district. 
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2013 MASSACHUSETTS - SPECIAL ELECTION 

SENATE CANDIDATE SCORECARD  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The above chart is based on the topics and individual public candidate responses in the following sections. 
 
  

 Gomez Markey 
1. What role would religion play in the candidate's decision making in his 
or her role as a U.S. Representative?  Does the candidate support a mutual 
separation between religion and government? 
 

A A 

2. Does the candidate support a science based curriculum in public schools 
and reject the use of public funding of religious schools or religiously-based 
curriculums?  
 

N/A B 

3. Does the candidate support social policies that do not discriminate 
based on religion, such as marriage equality? 

A A 

4. Does the candidate support scientifically based regulations including 
science surrounding reproduction?  

 

C A 

FINAL GRADE A A 

Key: 
Candidate’s remarks and/or actions toward the Secular Coalition’s stances have been: 

A: Generally or consistently positive. 

B: Mixed but majority positive.  

C: Mixed, with positive and negative responses. 

F: Generally or consistently hostile or negative. 

N/A: At the time of publication, the Secular Coalition for America was 
unable to verify the candidate’s position or did not have enough 
information to rate the candidate. 
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INDIVIDUAL CANDIDATE RESPONSES 
 
1. What role would religion play in the candidate's decision making in his or her role as a U.S. 
Representative? Does the candidate support a mutual separation between religion and 
government? 

 
• GOMEZ: Gomez mentions that he is a practicing Catholic but does not allow his religious beliefs 

to affect his stances on social issues, such as marriage equality and abortion. 1 
• MARKEY:  "Ed Markey believes in an America that fully respects and protects the civil rights 

guaranteed by our Constitution, and which does not discriminate against any person on the 
basis of race, national origin, religion, sex, or sexual orientation."2 Edward Markey was given a 
100% by the AU in regards to Church-State Separation issues.3 

 
2. Does the candidate support a science-based curriculum in public schools and reject the use 
of public funding of religious schools or religiously-based curriculums?  

 
• GOMEZ: Makes no mention of education or related issues on his campaign website, or in any 

article or public statement that the Secular Coalition could locate.  
• MARKEY: Voted NO on allowing school prayer following the September 11, 2001 terror attacks. 

Voted NO on allowing vouchers in DC schools. Voted NO on vouchers for private & parochial 
schools. Voted NO on giving federal aid only to schools allowing voluntary prayer. Voted YES on 

                                                           
1 Gabriel Gomez for Senate Campaign Website, http://www.gomezforma.com  
2 The Edward Markey 2012 Campaign Website, 
http://www.edmarkey.com/?option=com_content&task=view&id=2&Itemid=3  
3 “Ed Markey on the Issues,” Retrieved May 14, 2013, 
http://www.ontheissues.org/MA/Ed_Markey_Principles_+_Values.htm#06n-AU  

 Gomez Markey 
What role would religion play in the candidate's decision making in his or 
her role as a U.S. Representative?  Does the candidate support a mutual 
separation between religion and government? 
 

A A 

   Gomez Markey 
Does the candidate support a science based curriculum in public schools 
and reject the use of public funding of religious schools or religiously-based 
curriculums?  
 

N/A B 

http://www.gomezforma.com/
http://www.edmarkey.com/?option=com_content&task=view&id=2&Itemid=3
http://www.ontheissues.org/MA/Ed_Markey_Principles_+_Values.htm#06n-AU
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allowing Courts to decide on "God" in Pledge of Allegiance.4 Markey is a co-sponsor of 
a resolution to honor Darwin Day.5  

3. Does the candidate support social policies that do not discriminate based on religion, such 
as marriage equality? 

 
• GOMEZ: “I oppose discrimination of any kind. Same sex couples should be free to marry.”6 
• MARKEY: "Ed Markey believes in an America that fully respects and protects the civil rights 

guaranteed by our Constitution, and which does not discriminate against any person on the 
basis of race, national origin, religion, sex, or sexual orientation."7 Markey supports marriage 
equality.8 

4. Does the candidate support scientifically based regulations including science surrounding 
reproduction?  

 
• GOMEZ: “I am a proud Catholic, and pro-life. But Roe v Wade is settled law. Politicians spend 

way too much time on divisive issues that are already decided and far too little time on fixing 
our economy.”9 “…While he is a Roman Catholic that opposes abortion, the AP has reported 
that he hasn’t advocated overturning Roe v. Wade.”10 

• MARKEY: Voted YES on expanding research to more embryonic stem cell lines. Voted NO on 
banning federal health coverage that includes abortion. Voted YES on allowing human 
embryonic stem cell research. Voted NO on funding for health providers who don't provide 
abortion info. Voted NO on banning Family Planning funding in US aid abroad. Markey signed 
Prevention First Act: Requires that any information concerning the use of a contraceptive 

                                                           
4 “Ed Markey On the Issues,” Retrieved May 10, 2013, 
http://www.ontheissues.org/MA/Ed_Markey_Education.htm  
5 “Darwin Day Resolution in Congress Gains Seven Co-Sponsors,” American Humanist Association, February 2013, 
www.americanhumanist.org/HNN/details/2013-02-darwin-day-resolution-in-congress-gains-five-co-spon  
6 Gomez for Senate Website; Retrieved May 14, 2013, http://www.gomezforma.com/issues/  
7 Ballatopia; Retrieved May 14, 2013, http://ballotpedia.org/wiki/index.php/Ed_Markey  
8 “Ed Markey: Time For Marriage Equality Has Arrived,” Ed Markey for Senate, March 26, 2013, 
http://www.edmarkey.com/releases/2013/ed-markey-time-for-marriage-equality-has-arrived/  
9 Gomez for Senate Website; Retrieved May 14, 2013, http://www.gomezforma.com/issues/  
10 Gonzalez, Rocio, "Gabriel Gomez, the Republican Latino going for John Kerry’s Senate seat", Voxxi, May 2, 2013, 
http://www.voxxi.com/gabriel-gomez-republican-latino-senate/#ixzz2TIHaYTTa  

Does the candidate support social policies that do not discriminate based 
on religion, such as marriage equality? 

A A 
 Gomez Markey 

 Gomez Markey 
Does the candidate support scientifically based regulations including 
science surrounding reproduction?  

 

C A 

http://www.americanhumanist.org/HNN/details/2013-02-darwin-day-resolution-in-congress-gains-five-co-spon
http://www.ontheissues.org/MA/Ed_Markey_Education.htm
http://www.americanhumanist.org/HNN/details/2013-02-darwin-day-resolution-in-congress-gains-five-co-spon
http://www.gomezforma.com/issues/
http://ballotpedia.org/wiki/index.php/Ed_Markey
http://www.edmarkey.com/releases/2013/ed-markey-time-for-marriage-equality-has-arrived/
http://www.gomezforma.com/issues/
http://www.voxxi.com/gabriel-gomez-republican-latino-senate/#ixzz2TIHaYTTa
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provided through specified federally funded education programs be medically accurate and 
include health benefits and failure rates. 11 

Methodology 
 
Candidates were graded only on questions for which the Secular Coalition was able to identify the 
candidates' position—either through statements or previous actions. Both campaigns were contacted by 
the Secular Coalition for Massachusetts, and did not respond within a reasonable time period. For each 
response, the candidates were given a grade of A, B, C or F. An "A" grade earned the candidate 3 points, 
"B" earned 2 points, "C" earned 1 point and an “F” earned 0 points. Grades of "N/A" indicate that the 
Secular Coalition was unable to identify the candidate's position on the given topic. The grades were 
averaged for a total. N/A grades were not factored into the candidate's score.  
 
Averages were compiled on the following scale: 
 
A = 2.25 – 3.0 
B = 1.50 – 2.24  
C = 0.75 – 1.49 
F = 0.0 – 0.74  

 

The Secular Coalition for America is a 501(c)(4) advocacy organization whose purpose is to amplify the 
diverse and growing voice of the nontheistic community in the United States. The Secular Coalition 
represents 11 member organizations, more than 115 endorsing organizations and millions of Americans 
who support a firm separation of religion and government. The Secular Coalition for America lobbies at 
the federal level, in Washington, D.C. and state chapters lobby at the state level.  

 

The Secular Coalition for Massachusetts is an established state chapter of the Secular Coalition for 
America, which lobbies state lawmakers on behalf of secular Americans in South Carolina.  
For more information on the Secular Coalition for Massachusetts, visit 
http://secular.org/states/chapters/massachusetts  

                                                           
11 “Ed Markey, On the Issues,” Retrieved May 14, 2013, 
http://www.ontheissues.org/MA/Ed_Markey_Abortion.htm; 
http://www.ontheissues.org/MA/Ed_Markey_Health_Care.htm  

http://secular.org/member_orgs
http://secular.org/endorsing_orgs
http://secular.org/states/chapters/massachusetts
http://www.ontheissues.org/MA/Ed_Markey_Abortion.htm
http://www.ontheissues.org/MA/Ed_Markey_Health_Care.htm

